1959.
In this book some 6,000 medical and related scientific discoveries are listed in alphabetical order under what are considered to be appropriate catchwords or headings. The subjects covered include diseases, anatomical structures, operations, instruments, tests, methods, syndromes and theories, and the work is designed to provide a rapid answer to such questions as "When and by whom were rubber gloves introduced in surgery? Who first described osteomalacia? When was sodium citrate first recognized as an anticoagulant? When was the clinical thermometer introduced?" The basic information given in each entry consists of name of discoverer or inventor, nationality, profession, dates of birth and death, and date of the discovery or contribution.
Despite what is said in the preface, it is very difficult to justify some of the headings used in the dictionary and there is much overlapping. Thus Esdaile's work is entered under "Anesthesia, hypnotic, early induction of," but Elliotson's is under "Surgical operations with aid of hypnotism". There are entries under "Insane, abandonment of chains and fetters for" and under "No-restraint method of treating insane". Apart from the question of duplication many of these cumbersome headings could profitably be reduced to one or two words.
Proper evaluation of any work of this kind can onily be made after a long period of regular use, but at first sight the coverage appears to be remarkably complete and the information accurate. It is obvious that the compiler owes a heavy debt to Dobson, Emerson, Kelly, Fischer, Garrison, Morton, Skinner and others, but no acknowledgment is made to earlier workers in this complex and difficult field. As would be expected, this is really a book about the Group A haemolytic streptococcus, and the first two sections of the book are devoted to the biological and epidemiological aspects of this sinister organism. The third section presents and weighs up the evidence for the relationship between streptococcal infections and rheumatic fever, but four papers are also included which suggest that other factors may also be important. Thus Bywaters seeks to answer the more complex problem of why such infections are only followed by rheumatic fever in an extremely small and selected number of the population, admitting inheritance and secretor status as perhaps determining undue susceptibility.
The final section of the book deals with the prevention of rheumatic fever, and is the practical product of, and justification for, the three preceding sections. There is a great deal of information in the book, and although the papers are all excellent in themselves, they do not advance our knowledge a great deal.
A Primer of Water, Electrolyte and Acid-Base Syndromes. By Emanuel Goldberger, M.D., F.A.C.P. (Pp. 322; illustrated. 45s.) London: Henry Kimpton. 1959. This book begins with a discussion of the distribution of the body fluids and electrolytes, followed by a description of the various disturbances of body fluid balance and the manner in which they should be managed. In the second half of the book problems of acid-base balance are similarly dealt with. Throughout, the problems are discussed from an essentially physico-chemical standpoint, and there are useful explanations of some of the basic concepts of this nature involved in body fluid balance. At the same time this approach results in an unduly complex academic, laboratory view of many of the problems. Thus, in discussing the treatment of sodium deficits, three methods are described of calculating the amount of replacement fluid required, based respectively on the patient's body-weight, on hkmatocrit and on serum sodium concentration, but no mention is made of the importance of assessing clinically the patient's response to treatment.
In a relatively short text this book covers most aspects of the broad problem of disturbances of body fluid equilibrium. But many practising clinicians, for whom this primer is intended, may
